Culture Pattern:   Its Limitations

THE concept of pattern is useful and valid only in so far as it postu-
lates and reveals some constant correlations between the culture
complexes that compose a pattern, so that given one of the correlat-
ing factors, the others may be predicted. If, for instance, a boat is
seen, a sheet of water may be predicted; if people are seen in bathing
costumes, a swimming-pool or a bathing-place can be predicted.
The concept is valid only when, as Professor Willey says, "within
every society the traits and complexes are arranged in combinations
or 'patterns* that bear more or less definite relationship to each
other" (Davis and Barnes, Introduction to Sociology, p. 531). He
elucidates the point further by stating that "the word pattern, as
related to the pattern of any culture, embraces those elements or
combinations of elements that make that civilization stand out from
all others. The pattern of each civilization is unique; it is this
pattern that enables us to distinguish one civilization from another'*
(ibid., p. 533), But in so far as a culture is dynamic, its component
factors have no constant relationship.' Independent change of the
factors is fatal to a pattern; at any rate, it is no longer the same
pattern. The pattern changes as fast or as slowly as its component
parts change. And, inasmuch as change is more rapid to-day than
it has been in the past in every civilization, patterns change more
rapidly to-day than they did in the past. Rate of change is a Junction
of time, and not the characteristic of a special civilisation. It is not
a case of a shw-moving civilisation versus a fast-moving one, but of
a slow-moving past versus a more rapid-moving present and perhaps a
faster-moving future, And this, too, with reference to some aspects
of a civilisation and not the whole of it*